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Voting begins with registering to vote.  In order to register to vote, a person must be a U.S. Citizen, at 

least 18 years old on election day, a resident of Minnesota for at least 20 days prior to the election, have 

completed all party of any felony sentence and not have had their voting rights removed by the court 

(due to being under guardianship or being deemed legally incompetent). 

There are several avenues one can take to register to vote.  First, there is the paper voter registration 

applications which can be completed.  There is now an online application through the Secretary of 

State’s website.  You can register to vote when applying for or renewing your driver’s license or state ID.  

You can register to vote by submitting a change of address to the Post Office.  Lastly, Minnesota also 

allows same day voter registration, which according to the National Conference of State Legislatures is 

only currently true in 21 state and Washington D.C..     

While these first two paragraphs make voter registration seem simple and as many might think easy to 

cheat, there is a robust system behind the scenes to ensure people meet the requirement to register to 

vote and are who they say they are.  These robust systems include matching application information to 

Minnesota state ID records, social security administration records, and court records.  Additionally, if the 

voter does match those records, the voter is mailed a non-forwardable post card verifying their address.  

If a voter does not match any of these records or that post card is not deliverable, their voter 

registration is considered “Challenged” and they will need to complete additional steps to vote.   

There are other safeguards to the voter registration system as well.  All voter registrations in Minnesota 

are logged into the same system which prevents someone from registering in different counties.  

Additionally, Minnesota is part of a network of 32 states called the Electronic Registration Information 

Center which prevents voters from being registered in more than one state.  Minnesota’s voter 

registration records receive notifications from the Minnesota Department of Health and Social Security 

Administration of deaths.   

For those registering to vote on election day in Minnesota, they must bring proof of their name and 

address.  This proof can be in the form of an unexpired Minnesota State ID card with their current name 

and address, any State issued ID card and a utility or financial bill that is dated within 30 days of the 

election that has their current name and address, a person who is registered in that same precinct to 

vouch for them, a notice of late registration from the Auditor’s office, or a current registration in the 

same precinct.  College or University housing lists also provide proof of name and address in those areas 

which have college or university owned housing.    


